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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 


1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claim(s) 1-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Malik 
(US 2003/0065768 A1). 


Regarding claim(s) 1, Malik discloses a method for initiating a session in a store 
and forward messaging system (FIG. 1 and paragraph 0029), said method comprising: 

receiving a session connection request from a guest of the store and forward 
messaging system (paragraph 0086); 

determining capability information of a device used by the guest to connect to the 
store and forward messaging system (paragraph 0086); 

determining a subscriber of the store and forward messaging system for whom 
the guest wishes to deposit a message (paragraph 0087); 
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retrieving capability information of a device used by the subscriber of the store 
and forward messaging system for whom the guest wishes to deposit a message 
(paragraph 0087); and 

comparing the capability information of the device used by the guest to the 
capability information of the device used by the subscriber, wherein the capability 
information of the device used by the guest is compared to the capability information of 
the device used by the subscriber prior to the guest transmitting the message to the 
store and forward messaging system (paragraph 0088). 

Regarding claim(s) 2, Malik discloses a method for initiating a session, wherein, 
if at least a portion of the capability information of the device used by the guest matches 
a portion of the capability information of the device used by the subscriber, the portion 
of the capability information that matches is presented to the guest (paragraph 0086). 

Regarding claim(s) 3 and 12, Malik discloses a method for initiating a session, 
wherein if at least a portion of the capability information of the device used by the guest 
does not match at least a portion of the capability information of the device used by the 
subscriber, a default capability information is presented to the guest (paragraph 0086). 

Regarding claim(s) 4 and 14, Malik discloses a method for initiating a session, 
wherein the guest transmits the message to the store and forward system using at least 
the portion of capability information that matches (paragraph 0086). 
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Regarding claim(s) 5 and 10, Malik discloses a method for initiating a session, 
wherein the capability information comprises at least one of the following: a video 
codec, a rate of video codec, an audio codec, a rate of audio codec, a screen size of the 
device used by the guest or subscriber, and colors supported by the device used by the 
guest or subscriber (paragraph 0087). 

Regarding claim(s) 6, 13 and 16, Malik discloses a method for initiating a 
session, wherein, if at least a portion of the capability information of the device used by 
the guest does not match at least a portion of the capability information of the device 
used by the subscriber, a default capability information is presented to the guest 
(paragraph 0087). 

Regarding claim(s) 7, 15, 17 and 22, Malik discloses a method for initiating a 
session, wherein the capability information comprises at least one of the following: a 
video codec, a rate of video codec, an audio coder, a rate of audio codec, a screen size 
of the device used by the guest or subscriber, and colors supported by the device used 
by the guest or subscriber (paragraph 0087). 
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Regarding claim(s) 8, Malik discloses a method for initiating a session in a store 
and forward messaging system (FIG. 1 and paragraph 0029), said method comprising: 

receiving a session connection request from a subscriber of the store and 
forward messaging system (paragraph 0072); 

determining capability information of a device used by the subscriber to connect 
to the store and forward messaging system (paragraph 0073); 

comparing the determined capability information of the device used by the 
subscriber to a stored device capability information of the subscriber in order to 
determine whether capability information has changed (paragraph 0071). 

Regarding claim(s) 9, Malik discloses a method for initiating a session, wherein, 
if it is determined that the capability information has changed, or it is the first time the 
subscriber has called into the store and forward messaging system, or that the 
capability information of the device used by the subscriber was initialized, then the 
stored device capability information of the subscriber is replaced by the determined 
capability information of the device used by the subscriber to connect to the store and 
forward messaging system (paragraph 0086). 

Regarding claim(s) 11, Malik discloses a store and forward messaging system 
(FIG. 1 and paragraph 0029) comprising: 

a receiving unit which receives a session connection request from a guest of the 
store and forward messaging system (paragraph 0086); 
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a server coupled to the receiving unit, wherein the server contains an application 
(paragraph 0086); and 

a data storage unit coupled to the server, wherein the data storage unit stores 
capability information of a device used by a subscriber of the store and forward 
messaging system, wherein the application determines the subscriber for whom the 
guest wishes to deposit a message and compares capability information of a device 
used by the guest to connect to the store and forward messaging system with the 
capability information stored in the data storage unit regarding the device of the 
subscriber for whom the guest wishes to deposit a message, and wherein the 
application compares the capability information of the device used by the guest with the 
capability information stored in the data storage unit prior to the guest transmitting the 
message to the store and forward messaging system (paragraph 0087). 

Regarding claim(s) 18, Malik discloses a store and forward messaging system, 
further comprising: a transcoding unit that is able to convert a message deposited by 
the guest to a format supported by the device used by the subscriber if at least a portion 
of the capability information of the device used by the guest does not match at least a 
portion of the capability information stored in the data storage unit regarding the device 
of the subscriber for whom the guest wishes to deposit a message (paragraph 0086). 

Regarding claim(s) 19, Malik discloses a store and forward messaging system, 
wherein the subscriber may maintain multiple accounts on the store and forward 
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system, wherein each of the subscriber's accounts includes a different set of capability 
information (paragraph 0086). 

Regarding claim(s) 20, Malik discloses a store and forward messaging system 
(FIG. 1 and paragraph 0029) comprising: 

a receiving unit, which receives a session connection request from a subscriber 
of the store and forward messaging system (paragraph 0072); 

a server coupled to the receiving unit, wherein the server contains an application 
(paragraph 0072); and 

a data storage unit coupled to the server, wherein the data storage unit stores 
capability information of a device previously used by the subscriber, wherein the 
application determines capability information of a device used by the subscriber to 
connect to the store and forward messaging system to the capability information stored 
in the data storage unit regarding the device previously used by tile subscriber in order 
to determine whether capability information has changed (paragraphs 0071-0073). 

Regarding claim(s) 21, Malik discloses a store and forward messaging system, 
wherein, if it is determined that the capability information has changed, the capability 
information stored in the data storage unit is replaced with the capability information of 
the device used by the subscriber to connect to the store and forward messaging 
system (paragraph 0086). 
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Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claim(s) 1-22 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gerald Gauthier whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
7539. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Fan Tsang can be reached on (571) 272-7547. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 


Gerald Gauthler 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2614 
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